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Planned Giving
Including a Charitable Gift in Your Will

Including a charitable gift in your will, known as making a charitable bequest, is a nice way to ensure that some of the things you find important in your life are able to continue after your death.  Bequests can be made for any amount – you don’t have to be rich to make one!  And they can also be the donation of an item (for example: a camera, computer, dental chair, car, building, etc.).  Another nice thing about bequests is that they are easy to include in a will.  This document aims to help you consider ways to include a bequest in the will you leave.  

Over the years the Berkeley Free Clinic has gratefully received several donations in the form of a bequest, as varied as a computer, a small amount of money, and at least two have been in the tens of thousands of dollars.  All have gone directly toward improving the health of people in need.  Our largest single donation in 2009 was $40,000 left to the clinic in the will of an anonymous donor.  This donation and donations from others in the community are what are allowing the Berkeley Free Clinic to continue to operate as we struggle with the loss of a third of our overall budget due to massive health care funding cuts from the State of California. 

Writing a Will, or Adding a Bequest to an Existing Will

Making a bequest requires a little advance planning.  Because a will is an important legal document, you may wish to consider consulting an attorney, even if just to review your work.  If you do not have a will and wish to make one without the help of an attorney, a sample “fill in the blank” California will which includes a charitable gift option is available for free from the State of California at: 

http://www.calbar.ca.gov/calbar/pdfs/publications/Will-Form.pdf
A reliable and fairly low-cost, paid source for easy-to-use and helpful do-it-yourself information on wills, trusts, and estate planning is the self-help legal publishing company Nolo Press: 

http://www.nolo.com/
Three common forms of bequests include: A specific bequest, a percentage bequest, and a residual bequest. 

Specific Bequest

A specific bequest is a bequest of a specific item or dollar amount. An example of a specific bequest might be that, upon your death, say $1,000, or your beautiful house in the Berkeley Hills be given to the Berkeley Free Clinic (or some other almost equally deserving charity).                        See sample on next side
Sample wording to make a specific bequest could be:
I give, bequeath, and devise [insert the dollar amount or description of the item] to the Berkeley Free Clinic (Federal Identification Number: 94-1697002), a qualified 501(c)(3) charitable institution, located in Berkeley, California, to be used for its general purposes.

*****************
Percentage Bequest

A percentage bequest is a bequest of a certain percentage of your estate or of another asset. An example of a percentage bequest might be providing that, upon your death, your house be sold and that your two children, the Berkeley Free Clinic, and the SPCA share the proceeds.

Sample wording to make a percentage bequest to the Berkeley Free Clinic:
I give, bequeath, and devise [state percentage amount] of my estate to the Berkeley Free Clinic (Federal Identification Number: 94-1697002), a qualified 501(c)(3) charitable institution, located in Berkeley, California, to be used for its general purposes.

******************

Residual Bequest

A residual bequest is a bequest of all or a portion of the remainder or residue of the estate after specific and other bequests have been distributed. An example of this type of bequest might be providing that everything that remains after all previous bequests have been satisfied should be given to the Berkeley Free Clinic.

Sample wording to make a residual bequest to the Berkeley Free Clinic:
I give, bequeath, and devise [“all”, or state percentage or shares] of the rest, residue, and remainder of property, both real and personal, wherever situated, which I may own or be entitled to at my death, to Berkeley Free Clinic (Federal Identification Number: 94-1697002), a qualified 501(c)(3) charitable institution, located in Berkeley, California, to be used for its general purposes.

Including the Berkeley Free Clinic

If you have made a provision for the Berkeley Free Clinic in your estate plans, we thank you for your generosity.  

If you are planning a detailed bequest, or if you would like more information about your planned giving options, please feel free to contact our Funding Coordinator by calling and leaving a message with our staff at 510-548-2570, after 3:30pm.  
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